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United Stales House of Representatives

June 14, 2007

Support Access to ESA Treatments for Patients with
Cancer Related Anemia

Dear Colleague:

Please join us in signing the attached letter to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) regarding the proposed National Coverage Decision (NCD) for
erythropoiesis-stimulating agents (ESA) for Medicare beneficiaries afflicted with cancer.

Anemia is a common complication for cancer patients that can cause symptoms
including fatigue, dizziness, shortness of breath, palpitations, lack of endurance, and angina.
ESA treatment helps alleviate the signs and symptoms of anemia, and help beneficiaries cope
with the debilitating side effects of chemotherapy treatments. CMS recently issued a
proposed NCD that could significantly reduce access to ESAs for cancer patients, and force
cancer patients to rely on blood transfusions throughout their course of chemotherapy.

We are concerned that CMS’ proposal will have a broad range of unintended public
health consequences. Medicare beneficiaries would have to rely on transfusions that carry
risks of transmissible diseases and iron toxicity. Transfusions would also require a hospital
visit, with a minimum of six to eight hours for a transfusion, instead of a brief office visit to
receive an ESA. Besides the inconvenience to the patient, the change in treatment could bring
a corresponding rise in costs to the taxpayer and add to the already-strained hospital service
systems. Reduced access to ESA therapies could also adversely impact the Nation’s blood
supply, as any increase in blood transfusions to cancer patients is likely to cause blood
shortages for patients with other afflictions, such as traumatic injuries.

Please join us in expressing these concerns to CMS regarding its proposed NCD restricting
beneficiaries’ access to ESA. To sign the attached letter, please contact Kelly Childress in
Congressman Mike Rogers’ office at 5-4872 or Tim Carey in Congresswoman Eshoo’s
office at 5-8890.

Sincerely,

Mike Rogers
Member of Congress
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